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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nancy Lammers, VP Development, 314-652-8300, ext 113, nancy@hhbgc.org

PHILLIPS NAMED REGIONAL YOUTH OF THE YEAR

BY BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA

The 2008 Midwest Regional Youth of the Year competition began on Tuesday, July 15th.  Our 13 youth represented their individual Clubs very well amongst our Midwest Trustee 's at the kick off reception hosted by Deloitte, LLP.  National Board of Governor for the Midwest Region Ronald Gidwitz introduced each youth and welcomed the other trustees that were in attendance.  The 2003 Midwest Regional and National Youth of the Mieasha Hicks shared encouraging thoughts and inspiring words to our youth.  The opportunity that the youth had to introduce themselves to our trustees and share their stories was an opportunity that many of youth cherished.  Our Resource Development Office led by Nancy Ali, Vice-President, Resource Development and staff organized the evening while ensuring trustees, were introduced to all of the Youth of the Year candidates.  
 

July 16th began with the individual speeches where youth candidates shared what the Club means to them and how they overcame obstacles with the support of their "Club Family", and "second home".  Each speech was inspiring and uplifting for all who heard.  The interviewing began by our seven judges, Cheryl T. Thomas, President of Ardmore Associates, Gail Taylor, from Energizer Holdings, Inc, Guy Smith, Americor Management Services, LLC, Andra Rush, President and CEO, Rush Trucking, D. Jeffrey Noel, VP Whirlpool Corporation, Glover Johnson, Pfizer, Inc and Mieasha Hicks our 2003 Midwest National Youth of the Year.  

 

At our Youth of the Year reception held at the Union League Club in Chicago, John Miller, Regional Vice President along with Mieasha Hicks announced our 2008 Midwest Regional Youth of the Year Jamaal Phillips a 12 year member of the Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club from St. Louis, Missouri.  Jamaal started attending the Club during summer camp.  He played basketball and later joined Keystone.  Jamaal stated that, "The Keystone Club has helped me evolve into the leader I am today, providing me with opportunities to travel and meet teens from across the country".  Jamaal believes that displaying positive behavior and setting good examples makes him a role model for younger Club members. Jamaal has also been involved in the Greater St. Louis Area Boy Scouts as a Venturing Crew member for the past 3 years. He has served as Treasurer and Sergeant of Arms and is currently President. He has lead his Venturing Crew in volunteering for Scouting for Food, where crew members were responsible for packing canned goods and perishable items at a local fire station for St. Louis area families in need. 

Jamaal has graduated from Hazelwood East High School with a 4.15 GPA.  He has been accepted into the University of Arkansas in Pine Bluff with a full four-year football and academic scholarship pursuing a Bachelor's in Industrial Technology.  He has already begun football practice and credits his achievement to his local Boys & Girls Club and parents.  

Congratulations to Flint Fowler, CEO from the Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club and staff for providing leadership to Jamaal and the some 3,500 youth they serve every year!  

