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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nancy Lammers, VP Development, 314-652-8300, ext 113, nancy@hhbgc.org
LOCAL TEEN NAMED MISSOURI YOUTH OF THE YEAR

BY BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA

St. Louis, MO, April 4, 2008 – Jamaal Phillips, a twelve-year member of Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club, has been named the Youth of the Year for the state of Missouri by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA).  In addition to winning this prestigious title, Jamaal will also receive a $1,000 scholarship from the Reader’s Digest Foundation.  He is among hundreds of Youth of the Year winners across the country recognized by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for his sound character, leadership skills and willingness to give back to the community.
Being named Youth of the Year is the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can receive. The title recognizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as personal challenges and obstacles overcome.  This program was founded over 60 years ago through the generosity of the Reader’s Digest Foundation.

“The Reader’s Digest Foundation has been the proud sponsor of the Youth of the Year program since 1947,” said Susan Fraysse Russ, executive director, Reader’s Digest Foundation.  “For over 60 years, we have had the great honor of saluting amazing teens, like Jamaal Phillips, for their dedication to their families, Club, community, and their academic and career goals.” 

Jamaal started attending the Club during summer camp. He played basketball and later joined the Keystone Club, a teen group dedicated to leadership and community service. Jamaal says the Keystone Club has helped him evolve into the leader he is today, providing him with opportunities to travel to places like Chicago, Washington D.C, and New Orleans,  and meet teens from across the country. In New Orleans, he was able to help a local Boys & Girls Clubs after Hurricane Katrina and show them how much youth in Missouri care. He believes that displaying positive behavior and setting good examples makes him a role model for younger Club members. 
Jamaal has been involved in the Greater St. Louis Area Boy Scouts as a Venturing Crew member for the past 3 years. He has served as Treasurer and Sergeant of Arms and is currently President. He has lead his Venturing Crew in volunteering for Scouting for Food, where crew members were responsible for packing canned goods and perishable items at a local fire station for St. Louis area families in need. 

As President, he encouraged his crew to step out of their comfort zones and build new relationships with people from different ethnic backgrounds while learning to ski and go camping. 
When Jamaal was a high school freshman, his mother was called up for active military duty and relocated to Fort Knox, Kentucky for a year and a half. While she was away and because his father was ill, having suffered three heart attacks, Jamaal took over many responsibilities for his family: getting his sister ready for school and helping with her homework, cooking, and cleaning house. He was still able to maintain an A average, because, as Jamaal says, “I knew that hard work is the key to being successful in life and I used what I learned at the Club.“
Jamaal is a 17 year old senior at Hazelwood East High School with a 4.15 GPA. He plays football, swims on the varsity swim team, participates on the track team and is manager of the girls swim team. He has been a member of the National Honor Society since sophomore year and now serves as vice president. He is a member of the Pep and French Clubs and plays saxophone in the school band. In the fall he will attend the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff where he received a full academic and football scholarship. Jamaal wants to earn a degree in Industrial Technology.

 “Jamaal and all Youth of the Year nominees are living proof that Boys & Girls Clubs across the country are fulfilling their mission of inspiring and enabling young people,” said Roxanne Spillett, president, BGCA.  “We are most appreciative to the Reader’s Digest Foundation for their long-time support of our Youth of the Year program and for helping Club members attain their goals.”

This summer, Jamaal will compete against other youth from states located in BGCA’s Midwest Region.  If named regional winner, Jamaal will be awarded a $10,000 college scholarship and advance to the national competition in Washington.  The National Youth of the Year receives an additional $15,000 college scholarship and will be installed by President George W. Bush during a ceremony in the Oval Office. 


As the founding sponsor of the Youth of the Year program, the Reader’s Digest Foundation has given nearly $8 million towards BGCA, and 61 teens have been selected as the National Youth of the Year.  For more information about the Youth of the Year program, visit www.bgca.org/yoy.
About Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club

For more than 40 years, Herbert Hoover Boys & Girls Club (HHBGC) has been providing a safe place for children to learn and grow. With three sites in St. Louis – our founding location at Sportsman’s Park on the city’s north side, Adams Park Unit in the Forest Park Southeast neighborhood, and Hazelwood Southeast Middle School – the club is a caring, creative resource for over 3,500 youth. Our legacy is one of strengthening individual character as well as strengthening neighborhoods. HHBGC is a charter member of Boys & Girls Clubs of America, the oldest and fastest growing youth servicing agency in the country. The Club offers 50 programs in five core areas including character and leadership development, education and career development, health and life skills, the arts, and sports, and fitness and recreation. For further information visit www.hhbgc.org or call 314-652-8300.

About Boys & Girls Clubs of America

Boys & Girls Clubs of America (www.bgca.org) comprises a national network of more than 4,000 neighborhood-based facilities annually serving some 4.8 million young people through Club membership and community outreach, in all 50 states and on U.S. military bases worldwide.  Known as “The Positive Place for Kids,” the Clubs provide guidance-oriented character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff. Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize leadership development, education and career exploration, financial literacy, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation, and family outreach.  National headquarters are located in Atlanta. 
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