Greater St. Louis Area Council



          Boy Scouts of America


2012 Friends of Scouting

Suggested Letter B

For Soliciting New Prospects

Dear _________:

For more than 100 years, Scouting has provided youth with opportunities that reinforce the ideals of leadership, character, and achievement.  Whether this opportunity occurs in a leader’s home or school, on a campout, or during a good turn, the resulting education teaches responsibility and gives young people strength to accomplish more than they ever imagined.

However, Scouting is not just about hiking and camping.  Scouting is relevant to today’s youth.  We are leaders in:

· Workforce Development through our coed Career Exploring and National Youth Leadership Training programs.

· Healthy Living, which teaches the importance of proper diet and physical fitness while camping, hiking, swimming, or cycling.

· Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math education through merit badges like Computers, Electricity, Engineering, and Robotics.

· Environmental Stewardship, which is an integral part of every level of Scouting through “Leave No Trace” programs and advancement opportunities in Soil and Water Conservation, Forestry, Wildlife Conservation, and Geology to name a few.

· Civic Engagement through service projects like Scouting for Food, the largest single-day food drive in the country, which stocks the shelves of your community’s food pantries during their most critical time of need.

Scouting is the largest local youth-serving agency reaching more than 58,000 coed students from elementary through high-school ages. We collaborate with hundreds of community organizations, including churches, school groups, service clubs, and community centers to reach at-risk youths. 

I am honored to serve as a volunteer for the annual fundraising campaign of the Greater St. Louis Area Council, Boy Scouts of America.  The Friends of Scouting campaign enables nearly 14,000 volunteers to positively impact the lives of more than 58,000 youths each year.  Please join me as a Friend of Scouting donor.  
On behalf of our Scouts, I’m asking you to make a financial commitment of $_______ to the Scouting program.  Please return the enclosed Friends of Scouting card by (insert date, 2-3 weeks from when solicitation letter is sent out) to (insert address Worker or Council, Worker is preferred).
Thank you in advance for making a measurable impact on young people and their values with your donation.

Sincerely,
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